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BEFORE THE ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

In the Matter of

, Case No. MD-02-0648
JOSEPH D. MELONI, M.D. -
: , - | CONSENT AGREEMENT
Holder of License No. 20500 | FOR A DECREE OF CENSURE
For the Practice of Allopathic Medlcme o -
In the State of Anzona -
CONSENT AGREEMENT _

By mutual agreement' and understanding, between the Arizona Medical Board
("Board”) and Joseph D. Meloni, M.D. ("Resoo_nden_t") the parties agree to the following
dlsposmon of this matter. o '

1. Respondent acknowledges that he has read and understands this

Consent Agreement and the stlp_ulated Findings of Fact, Conolusnons of Law and-

' Order. Respondent acknowledg'es that he understands he has. the right to consult with .

legal counsel regarding th|s matter and has done S0 or chooses not to da so

2. Respondent understands that by en’tenng mto thzs Consent Agreement for ;

the issuance of the foregomg Order he voluntanly rehnqurshes any rights to a heanng ‘

or judicial review in state or federal court on the matters alleged or to challenge this

| Consent Agreement and the Order in its 'entirety’ as issued by the Board, and waives

any other cause of action related thereto or arising from said Order.

3. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent Agreernent_

1tand the Order will not become effective until approved by the Board and signed by its

Executive Director.
4. Al admissions made by Respondent are solely for final disposition of this -

matter and any subsequent related administrative proceedings or civil litigation
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|{involving the Board and Respondent. ThéréforE, said admissions_'by Respondent are

not intended or made for any other use, such as in the context of another state or -
fedéral government regulatory agency procseding, civil or criminal court proceeding, in
the State of Arizona or any other state or federal c‘ourt.

5. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that, although said Consent
Agreement and Order has not yet been accepted by the Board and issued by the
Executive Director, Réspondent may not make any modifications tb fhe document.
Upon signing this agreément, and retufning this document (or a copy thereof) to the
Board's Executive Director_, Respondent may not revoke acceptanbe of the Consént
Agreement and. Order.. Any modifications to this Conseht Agreement and Order are |
inéffective a‘nd void unless mutually approved by the parties.

6. | Respondent further uhderstands that this Consent Agreement and Ordér, o
6nce approved and sighed. shall constitute a public récord docUment,thaf may' be.
publicly disseminated as a formal action of the Board aﬁd will be reported to fhe '

Na_tional Practitioher’s Data Bank and will be reported to the Arizona Medical Board's

IWebsite.

7. If any part of the Consent Agreement and Order is later declared void or
otherwise unenforceable, the remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force

and effect. _

@M%AL@ - béted: /=1 7-03

Joséph D. MelonyM.D.
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FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Thé Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and confrbi
of the préctice of allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

2. Respondent is the holder of License No. 20500 for the p'ractiée of
allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona. | | |

3. On August 30, 2002, the Board received information, from the Nbrth

Carolina Board of Pharmacy ("NCBF"), indicating that while conducting an investigation :

.regardmg internet prescribing, information was obtained mdxcatmg that Respondent was

involved in internet prescribing of non- controlied medications, Viagra Propecia, Xenlcal

and Retin-A creme.

4. The NCBP provided Board staff with pharmacy profiles A pharmacy

éurvey report, summarizing the mformat_ion provided by the NCBP, was prepared. The

report indicated that Respondent issued and/or authorized 1207 prescriptions for non-

conirolled, prescription¥only medications to 1171 patie‘nts_fro_m August 1, 2001 thrnugh 1 '
May 30, 20'02;. Those prescriptions included 1170 prescriptions for Viagra 100 mg with
total dosage units of 19433 table{sﬁ 27 prescriptions for Propecia 1 mg with total dosage

'units of 4140 tablets; 5 prescriptions for Retin-A 0.1% cream with total dosage units of -

225 grams; ‘and 5 prescriptions for Xenical 120 mg with total_dbsage’units of 630
capsules. |

5. Respondent prescribed prescription-only medications to persons without

having performed a physical examination and/or having a previously established doctor-

patient relationship’with those persons. -
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B. In Respondent's October 24, 2002, response to the Board, Respondent

 stated that he had performed online medical consultations for clients of RBHealth.com,

an online website for prescription medications. He received approximately $4,227.00 in‘
compensation for his consultation services.

7. Dunng the course of the mvestlgatlon Respondent was mtervnewed by
Board staff on October 31, 2002, and it was determined that Respondent never had any
personal contact with the persons for whom he prescribed the medications.
Respondent did not know how the prescn‘ptio’ns were processed after -he authorized

them.

8. Respondent admitted that he did not possess any medical frecords or

billings for the persons.for whom he prescribed medications.

9. Respondent failed to meet the accepted standard of care in that he did not

.cond'u‘ct a physical examination or establish a professional relationship with the persons

for whom he prescribed medications |

10. Respondent failed to meet the accepted standard of care in that he dld not -
malntam adequate records on the persons for whom he prescribed medications.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. TheBoard possesses jurisdiction over the subject matter-hereof and over
Respondent. | ,,
2. The standard of care required Respondent to first conduct a physical

examination or. establish a professional relationship with the persons for whom he
prescribed medications. | ‘
3. The standard of care required Respondent to maintain adequate records

on the persons for whom he prescribed medicaﬁons.
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'_ 4. The conduct and circumstances  described above constitute
unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1401(24)(ss), “[p]rescribing, dispensmg
or furnishing a prescrrption medication or a prescription-only device as defined in A.R.S.
§ 32-1901 to a person unless the Iice_nsee first conducts a physical examination of that
person or has previously established a doctor-patient relationship" and ARS, §"32-

1401 (24)(e) ‘Tflailing or refusing to maintain adequate records on a patrent !

ORDER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:
1. Respondent is hereby rssued a Decree of Censure for prescribing,

dispensing or furnishing a prescription medication or a prescription-only device as

: defined in A.R.S. § 32—1901 to a person whom iicensee has not conducted a physical

examination of that person or has previously estabhshed a doctor~pat|ent relationship

and faihng or refusing to mamtam adequate records

2. Respondent shall, within one year of the effective date of this Order,

 obtain 20 hours of Board Staff pre- approved Category | Continuing Medical Educatlon

(CME) in ethics and 20 hours of Board Staff pre- approved Category | Contrnurng

Medical Education (CME)in prescnbing and provide Board Staff with satisfactory proof

of attendance. The CME hours shall be in addition to the hours required for the biennial

renewal of medical license.

3. Respondent shall pay a civil penalty in the amount of $5,000. Respondent

shall pay the civil penalty within 60 days.
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4. Thi‘sVOrder is the final disposition of case number MD-02-0648.

* DATED AND EFFECTIVE this 127 _day of fdre*™] 2003, |
ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

Wwisting,
SN MEDICg, %,
‘Q‘.\?' U "-(.fo

%

By

W el -/ BARRY CASSIDY Ph.0¥, PA-C
XA I Ol . Executive Director

ORIGINAL of the foregoing filed this
\X*day of Tmguapx , 2003, with:

Arizoﬁa Medical‘ Board _
9545 E. Doubletres Ranch Road

| Scottsdale AZ 85258

EXECUTED GOPY of the foregoing mailed this
\3™day of T=xeawex _, 2003, to:

' Joseph D. Meldni, M.D.

1519 E Northshore Dr
Tempe AZ 85283-2161

EXECUTED COPY of the foregoing hand-delivered
this \2* day of T aagss . 2003, to:

Christine Cassetta, Assistant Attorney_General'

Sandra Waitt, Management Analyst
Arizona Medical Board =~ - '
8545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85258 '




